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FOM INTERNATIONAL INTERNSHIPS – SENSORIMOTOR RESEARCH LABORATORY, NATIONAL 

HOSPITAL FOR PARAPLEGICS, TOLEDO  

Internship type: Public health and Medical Communication  

Principal investigator: Julian Taylor Green 

Number of students: 6 

Number of hours: 10h per week  

Internship site: Visits to the National Hospital for Paraplegics in Toledo and Laboratory 

Experience at the Fundation Ortega-Marañon in Madrid 

Internship language: English 

Summary: You will attend a 3-month internship at the FOM Madrid Site as an external hub of 
the world-famous National Hospital for Paraplegics in Toledo dedicated to improving the lives 
of people with spinal cord injury (SCI) through multidisciplinary clinical research. Spinal cord 
injury is associated with a significant reduction in quality of life and independence of patients 
due to the neurological injury and limited recovery of the sensorimotor function system, which 
includes the development of debilitating symptoms such as spasticity, paralysis, and pain. In the 
lab we perform investigator and industry lead clinical trials to improve the diagnosis of these 
symptoms and to improve patient rehabilitation in the hospital and at home. At the Fundacion 
Ortega-Marañon in Madrid you will contribute by helping to develop home diagnostic tests for 
people with spinal cord injury or pilot new interventions based on the latest neuromodulatory 
techniques or activity-based rehabilitation. Dr. Taylor has more than 25 years in the field of 
research and medical communication. 
 
Recent projects to help people with spinal cord injury at the National Paraplegic Hospital to 
improve their quality of life include:  
 
WellSPain - Healthy professionals are recruited, preferably women (but also men), to 
understand the relationship between their personality characteristics and their ability to 
activate their natural pain control (brake) system. The new findings of this study will be used to 
help people with spinal cord injury at the National Paraplegic Hospital to improve their quality 
of life. 
 
DOLSCIGEN - Healthy professionals are recruited to understand how a short session of 
transcranial stimulation or activity-based rehabilitation can boost the natural pain control 
(brake) system. The new findings of this study will be used to help people with spinal cord injury 
at the National Paraplegic Hospital to improve their quality of life. 
 
New projects are always being developed, so please contact julian.taylor@jtgconsulting.org if 
you have any questions. 
 
Methodology: Hands on clinical research experience at the Fundacion Ortega-Marañon 

in Madrid and also visits to the National Hospital for Paraplegics in Toledo. 
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Activities: You will work as part of a team to: i) Recruitment of health participants from 
Fundacion Ortega-Marañon, ii) Perform the clinical research study in healthy participants at 
either the  Fundacion Ortega-Marañon in Madrid or at the National Hospital for Paraplegics in 
Toledo, iii) Collect and analyze data to evaluate new findings with your data, iv) Present a mini 
journal club related to your personally assigned research question, v) Present your research 
work as an evaluated final presentation.  
 
Requirements: No requirements are required (positive evaluation will be made for: i) knowledge 
of Spanish, ii) basic data and statistical analysis, iii) clinical research and questionnaire analysis. 
 

 


