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Course Description

This course provides an in-depth examination of Spanish and Catalan culture and languages,
focusing on the historical events that shaped the region and their impact on contemporary
dynamics. Through a multidisciplinary approach, social, political, and cultural factors will be
critically analyzed to understand how languages shape identities. Focusing on key
events—such as the Catalan Renaissance, the Spanish Civil War, the transition to democracy,
and the independence movement—the course traces the evolution of Spanish and Catalan
culture and language from their origins to present-day significance. The complexities of
multilingualism and cultural diversity in Spain will be addressed through cultural expressions,
such as festivals, music, cuisine, and the arts, with the city of Barcelona as a privileged setting.
Field studies and interactions with local experts will enhance understanding of how identities
and communities are shaped in local and global contexts.

Course Objectives

Through their participation in this course, students will:

e Analyze the historical evolution of Spanish and Catalan languages, with specific
emphasis on the role of political and social contexts.

e Identify the key historical events that shaped contemporary Spanish and Catalan
cultures.
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e Conceptualize the cultural, social and political roles of languages in national, regional
and urban narratives to understand their impact on local and collective identities.

e Examine the intersection of culture and language through artistic expressions,
traditions, and symbols, in Barcelona, Catalonia, and Spain.

e Compare Catalan and Spanish cultural landscapes with global frameworks to identify
the dynamics in place to foster cultural preservation, equity, and inclusion in
multilingual contexts.

Methodology

Active participation is essential in this course. Students are expected to attend each class and
field study course component, as outlined in the CET Attendance Policy, participate in class
debates and engage in conversations with Guest Speakers. Students are expected to read all
assigned materials before the relevant class session (reading assignments are generally 15-25
pages per class session). All assignments must be submitted via Canvas unless otherwise
noted.

Experiential Learning & Field Visits
Field studies and experiential learning components may include:

e Visit the Museum of the History of Catalonia - Inici - Museu d’Historia de Catalunya

e Visit a bomb shelter - Refugi 307 MUHBA Refugi 307 | Museu Historia de Barcelona |

Ajuntament de Barcelona

e Visit the Royal Shipyards of Barcelona - Royal Shipyards of Barcelona - Museu Maritim
Barcelona

e Visit the National Museum of Catalan Art - Museu Nacional d’Art de Catalunya

e Visit the Barcelona Center for Contemporary Culture (CCCB) - Centre de Cultura
Contemporania de Barcelona | CCCB

e Conversations with representatives of local organizations, such as Barcelona Turisme,
Institut Ramon Llull , Barcelona Cultura.

Required Reading / Materials

Black, Stanley. Spain since 1939: From Margins to Centre Stage. London: Bloomsbury
Publishing, 2009.

Cacho Casal, Rodrigo, and Egan, Caroline. The Routledge Hispanic Studies Companion to Early
Modern Spanish Literature and Culture. London: Routledge, 2022.


https://www.mhcat.cat/enmhc
https://www.barcelona.cat/museuhistoria/en/heritages/els-espais-del-muhba/muhba-refugi-307
https://www.barcelona.cat/museuhistoria/en/heritages/els-espais-del-muhba/muhba-refugi-307
https://www.mmb.cat/en/visit/discover/shipyards-barcelona/
https://www.mmb.cat/en/visit/discover/shipyards-barcelona/
https://www.museunacional.cat/en
https://www.cccb.org/en
https://www.cccb.org/en
https://www.barcelonaturisme.com/wv3/en/
https://www.barcelonaturisme.com/wv3/en/

Chislett, William. Spain. What Everyone Needs to Know. Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2013.

Davies, Ann. Spanish Spaces: Landscape, Space and Place in Contemporary Spanish Culture.
Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 2012.

Delgado, Maria. “Memory, Silence and Democracy in Spain: Federico Garcia Lorca, the Spanish
Civil War, and the Law of Historical Memory.” Theatre Journal, 67(2), 2015: 177-196.

Eaude, Michael. Catalonia. A Cultural History. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008.

Encarnacion, Omar Guillermo. Spanish Politics: Democracy after Dictatorship. Cambridge, UK:
Polity Press, 2008.

Gibernau, Montserrat. Catalan Nationalism. Francoism, Transition and Democracy. London:
Routledge, 2004.

Holohan, Kate E. “Una merienda global: The Americas and China at the Early Modern Spanish
Table”. Bulletin of Spanish Studies, 97 (4), 2020: 485-513.

Hughes, Robert. Barcelona. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1992.

Kammerer, Nina. “Catalan Festival Culture, Identities, and Independentism”. Quaderns-E De
Ulnstitut Catala d’Antropologia, 19 (2), May 2015: 58-78.

Keown, Dominic. A Companion to Catalan Culture. Rochester: NY: Tamesis, 2011.

Labanyi, Jo, and Pavlovi¢ Tatjana (Ed.). A Companion to Spanish Cinema. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley
Blackwell, 2015.

Labanyi, Jo. “Interrogating critical fields in Spanish cultural studies”. Journal of Spanish Cultural
Studies, 22 (2), 2021: 147-149.

Labanyi, Jo. Constructing Identity in Contemporary Spain. Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2002.

Ledesma, Eduardo, and Delgado, Luisa Elena. The Routledge Hispanic Studies Companion to
Twentieth and Twenty-First Century Spain. London: Routledge, 2025.

Llano, Samuel, and Whittaker, Tom. “Spanish Sound Studies”, Spanish Sound Studies, special
issue of Journal of Spanish Cultural Studies, 20 (3), 2019: 199-208.

Lledd Guillem, Vicente. The Making of Catalan Linguistic Identity in Medieval and Early Modern
Times. Cham, Switzerland: Palgrave MacMillan, 2019.

Long, Duri. “Ritual and Contemporary Catalan Theatre: The Work of La Fura dels Baus”. Journal
of Catalan Studies, 18-19, 2015-2016: 15-51.

Manuel, Peter: “The Rosalia Polemic: Defining Genre Boundaries and Legitimacy in Flamenco.”
Ethnomusicology; 65 (1), 2021: 32-61.



McRoberts, Kenneth. Catalonia: Nation Building without a State. Oxford: Oxford University
Press. 2001.

Moreno Luzdn, Javier, and Nufiéz Seixas, Xosé. Metaphors of Spain: Representations of Spanish
National Identity in the Twentieth Century. New York: Berghan Books, 2017.

Rabascall, Joan. Spain is different. En postales: In postcards. Madrid: Ediciones Complutense,
2023.

Resina, Joan Ramdn. Barcelona’s Vocation of Modernity. Rise and Decline of an Urban Image.
Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2008.

Smith, Paul Julian. Contemporary Spanish Culture: TV, Fashion, Art and Film. Cambridge:
Polity. 2003.

Woolard, Kathryn A. Singular and Plural: Ideologies of Linguistic Authority in 21st Century
Catalonia. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2016.

Online Resources
Institut Ramon Llull - Inici EN - Institut Ramon Llull

Instituto Cervantes -_Instituto Cervantes

Real Academia de la Lengua Espafiola - |nicio | Real Academia Espaiola


https://www.llull.cat/english/home/index.cfm
https://cervantes.org/
https://www.rae.es/

Grading

Grading Rubric

Letter

Score or

Grade | Percentage Description

A 93-100 | Achievement that is outstanding relative to the level necessary to
meet course requirements.

A- 90-92

B 87-89 Achievement that is significantly above the level necessary to
meet course requirements.

B 83-86

B- 80-82

C+ 77-79 | Achievement that meets the course requirements in every respect.

C 73-76

C- 70-72
Achievement that is worthy of credit even though it fails to fully

D+ 67-69 .
meet the course requirements.

D 60-66

F 0-59 | Represents failure (or no credit) and signifies that the work was

either (1) completed but at a level of achievement that is not
worthy of credit or (2) was not completed and there was no
agreement between the instructor and the student that the
student would be awarded an |.




Summary of How Grades Are Weighted

Assignments

Percentage of Grade

Participation in class 15%
Research Project 20%
giozl)dwork Reports (2 at 10%
In-Class Presentation 15%
Midterm Exam 20%
Final Exam 20%
Overall grade 100%

Assessment Details

Participation

e Students are expected to participate in class discussions and debates, to demonstrate
engagement with course content by asking and answering questions, to join group and
class activities with respectful behavior, and to demonstrate listening skills by
incorporating their peers’ contributions into class discussions.

Research Project

e An 8-page paper on a topic related to course content and learning objectives. An
abstract will be submitted during the second week of the course to be discussed with
and approved by the instructor. Specific guidelines will be provided.




Fieldwork Reports

e 2 reflective essays, each analyzing a field study students will participate in throughout
the course.

In-Class Presentation

10 minutes. In pairs, students will conduct an interview with a local resident to contrast and
compare a specific aspect of Spanish or Catalan culture (to be discussed with the instructor
beforehand) and present their findings in class.

Midterm Exam

20 multiple-choice questions; 10 open-ended questions (250 words per answer); 1 short
essay, 500 words in length (students will select and develop one out of three provided topics).
All questions will be related to the material covered during the first half of the course.

Final Exam

20 multiple-choice questions; 10 open-ended questions (250 words per answer); 1 short
essay, 500 words in length (students will select and develop one out of three provided topics).
All questions will be related to the material covered during the second half of the course.

Course Content

Unit 1

Culture(s) & Language(s)

e The concept of culture, between anthropology and sociology
e Linguistic landscapes in Barecelona: a framework

e Spain and Catalonia: topography and cultural geography

Unit 2

Languages in Spain Across Time

e The roots of Catalan and Spanish languages: from Latin to the flourishing in the Middle
Ages



e Spanish language beyond the Iberian Peninsula: intercultural complexities

e Multilingualism and migration in contemporary Spain

Unit 3

Cultural History & Identities

e From the Romans to the Early Modern Era: key events and their legacy in contemporary
Spain

e The Civil War and its presence in collective memory

e Language policies under Franco and the transition to democracy

Unit 4

Catalonia & Spain in the Global Context
e The Barcelona Brand: from the 1992 Olympics to the 22@ District.

e The Catalan Reinaxenca and the contemporary debate for independence.

e Bilingual education in Catalonia: embracing diversity.

Unit 5

Media & Culture

e The role of media in shaping linguistic and cultural identities: the case of Barcelona.
e Catalan and Spanish soundscapes: from Serrat to Rosalia.

e Dance as a form of community expression: sardana and flamenco.

Unit 6

Festivals & Celebrations
e Cultural values in action: Sant Jordi, La Mercé, Semana Santa, and Las fallas.

e [estes de barri: multiculturalism and equity in Barcelona.

e The impact of tourism on local traditions: an ongoing debate.



Unit 7

Symbols & Literature
e Bilingual literature in Catalonia: writers and publishing companies.

e The network of public libraries in Barcelona and the alliance with private bookstores:
promoting cultural diversity and accessibility.

e Regional symbols and their role in shaping identities.

Unit 8

Arts & Architecture

e (Catalonia and Spain through the Arts: visual representation and cultural significance,
from Velazquez to Picasso and Mird.

e Gaudi and beyond: Gothic and Modernisme as marks of Catalan identity.

e Urban arts and graffiti: Barcelona as international artistic stage.

Unit 9

Cimena & Theatre
e Almoddvar and the movida: cinema as a tool for change.

e From Federico Garcia Lorca to La Fura dels Baus: challenging the dynamics of power
and gender on stage.

e Spain as a cinematic location: reshaping cultural identities from outside.

Unit 10

Cuisine & Sports
e The Mediterranean diet: history, symbolic and social significance.

e The city of Michelin stars: cross-cultural cuisine in Barcelona.

e More than soccer: Barca and Madrid at the intersection of Catalan and Spanish
language and culture.



Policies

Attendance Policy

Students are expected to be on time and attend all classes while abroad. Many instructors
assess both attendance and participation when assigning a final course grade. Attendance
alone does not guarantee a positive participation grade; the student should be prepared for
class and engage in class discussion. See the on-site syllabus for specific class requirements.

University of Minnesota Policies & Procedures

Academic integrity is essential to a positive teaching and learning environment. All students
enrolled in University courses are expected to complete coursework responsibilities with
fairness and honesty. Failure to do so by seeking unfair advantage over others or
misrepresenting someone else’s work as your own can result in disciplinary action. The
University Student Conduct Code defines scholastic dishonesty as follows:

Scholastic Dishonesty

Scholastic dishonesty means plagiarizing; cheating on assignments or examinations; engaging
in unauthorized collaboration on academic work; taking, acquiring, or using test materials
without faculty permission; submitting false or incomplete records of academic achievement;
acting alone or in cooperation with another to falsify records or to obtain dishonestly grades,
honors, awards, or professional endorsement; altering forging, or misusing a University
academic record; or fabricating or falsifying data, research procedures, or data analysis.

Within this course, a student responsible for scholastic dishonesty can be assigned a penalty
up to and including an “F” or “N” for the course. If you have any questions regarding the
expectations for a specific assignment or exam, ask.

Student Conduct

The University of Minnesota has specific policies concerning student conduct. This information
can be found on the Learning Abroad Center website.


https://umabroad.umn.edu/students/policies/rightsresponsibilities
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