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NOTE: A slightly modified version of this was linked to from the original memo about changes 
to the process around Study Abroad and LE approval. This memo was shared with 
Undergraduate Associate Deans on Jan 19. 2017. 
 

Learning Abroad Courses in ECAS & LE Proposal Process 
ECAS 
Courses will be identified as having a learning abroad component in ECAS with a new attribute 
(check box). This will facilitate efficient and transparent course review using standard ECAS routing 
as well as reporting via the learning abroad attribute. 

 
As with UMTC on-campus courses, instructor-led programs abroad: 

o can be offered as a topics course twice before being converted to a regular 
course in ECAS. 

o if offered as topic titles, programs are not eligible for LE certification. 
 
New learning abroad courses will not be reviewed by the Campus Curriculum 
Committee (CCC). It is up to the college whether/how these courses are reviewed at the 
collegiate level. [note: this is similar to the revised process for FSEMS and HSEMS] 
Like FSEMS and HSEMS that carry LE, study abroad courses do not need to be offered 
regularly in order to qualify for the LE designation. 

 
Liberal Education (LE) Proposal Process 
In order to submit a U of M instructor-led learning abroad program for LE certification, please: 

 
1. Enter the course in ECAS with a Fall 2017 or later proposal date (note: topics courses are 

not eligible for LE requirements). Be sure to select the Learning Abroad ECAS attribute: YES 

 
a. Enter a current or proposed syllabus 
b. Indicate how at least one Student Learning Outcome (SLO) is fulfilled 
c. Indicate if the course is being proposed for an LE core/theme and/or WI 

requirement 
d. If the course was previously offered abroad under a different designator or number 

(e.g. as a topics title or using a UMTC on-campus course number), please indicate 
in the ECAS notes section the course’s previous designator, number, and whether 
or not it was LE/WI certified. This information should be added to the course 
equivalency field when appropriate. 

 
2. Send a Word or PDF version of the course syllabus to russellk@umn.edu for LE review and 

webe0354@umn.edu for WI review. 
Council on Liberal Education (CLE) meeting schedule 
Campus Writing Board (CWB) meeting schedule 

Prior to submitting an LE proposal, proposers should review the LE proposal guidelines and 
frequently asked questions. Please note, course syllabi should overtly state that the course 
meets an LE and/or WI requirement and describe, for students, how the course does so. 

 
The course proposal timeline will vary by program type. Please consult the Learning Abroad 
Center website for instructors to learn more. 
Once a U of M instructor-led abroad course is approved for a theme and/or core requirement, it will 
appear in the searchable U-Credit Abroad Database for students alongside all other abroad 
courses. 
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Like FSEMS and HSEMS, learning abroad courses being proposed for LE must be converted 
to this special category of “regular courses” in order to facilitate course review. The primary 
reason for this is that only “regular courses” in ECAS include the liberal education fields 
(pictured below). Topics courses do not include an option to respond to the LE criteria and 
are not routed through the LE ECAS queue.  
 

 


