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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is an intensive learning program offered to undergraduate students interested in
furthering their knowledge on migration, asylum, and human rights in Europe and in the
Mediterranean. The course engages students through an interactive learning approach which takes
place in Sicily, as one of the most crucial locations to directly observe, live, and experience migration
challenges in the Mediterranean, as well as get the real sense of what managing migration “crises”
practically means.

Located in the heart of the Mediterranean Sea, Sicily in recent years has become a critical southern
borderland at the crossroad of migratory flows and one of the main gateways to Italy and the
European Union (EU). While Italy is among the EU Member States that received the highest number
of sea arrivals, within Italy Sicily was the major disembarkation location, accounting for 68% of the
total number of sea arrivals in the country between 2014 and 2018. By receiving a large flow of
people on the move, Sicily stands out as a crucial venue where to interact and engage with
contemporary migration challenges and narratives. It offers the opportunity to study the many
aspects of migration in Europe and in the Mediterranean in terms of politics, policies, and polity and



in terms of the convoluted interaction among different narratives, discourses and actors (migrants
and civil society's voices, politicians, border guards, sea rescuers, human smugglers, media, etc.).
Moreover, it allows comparative reflections with other critical southern borders.

Building on this background, this learning and content-knowledge program aims to provide
undergraduate students with knowledge on policies, practices, actors, narratives, discourses, and
media coverage of migration and asylum in the Mediterranean, while focusing on migration crises in
the region as well as on human rights issues. It offers students a comprehensive view of the many
challenges related to the complex social phenomenon of migration, as well as its main actors and
processes. More specifically, across its modules, the course focuses on the following intertwined
aspects:

e The politics of migration and the inherent crucial debates on the understanding of migration
in Europe. It critically examines European immigration policy and its politics of labelling, in
terms of the convoluted world of labels deployed for the people on the move (economic
migrants, asylum-seekers, refugees, unaccompanied migrants, undocumented migrants
etc.), the way how these categorisations shaped debates and policy responses in Italy and
Europe, their dehumanising impact, as well as commonalities and differences with the US.

e Migrants’ voices and agency, their narratives and strategies, their human and mobility rights,
as well as the analysis of migration in the Mediterranean as a dynamic battleground where
migrants, refugees, human smugglers, policy-makers at EU, national and local levels, sea
rescuers, citizens' activism and NGOs get entangled in a complex set of dynamics.

e Migrants' dramatic journey across the Mediterranean from the countries of origin, as well as
across Italian and EU internal borders; the phenomena of human smuggling and trafficking;
and the governance of sea arrivals in terms of reception systems; implementation of asylum
policies and variable geometries of crisis management at national and local level.

e Media framing and coverage of migration and migration crises in the Mediterranean.

The complexity of migration phenomena is disentangled through a cross-cutting perspective that

combines distinct yet complementary study areas:

(1) politological, anthropological, and sociological approaches to analyzing European migratory flows
and policies

(2) human rights and criminal justice perspectives on migration

(3) analysis of contemporary communication strategies, framing, media coverage, and related
impacts.



Moreover, the course material is based on readings, as well as on the use of video documentaries,
first-person memories, interviews and podcasts.

Note that this course, as described in this syllabus, is complemented by a parallel non-compulsory
Research Program that focuses on research and data collection methods in migration.

Course Objectives

At the conclusion of this course, students will be able to:

e Understand key vocabulary related to migration and asylum in Europe

e Understand the main causes, aspects, challenges and human rights implications of
migration processes in the Mediterranean

e Understand and assess EU and Italy's policies towards migrants, refugees and asylum-
seekers in terms of humanitarian and securitarian approaches

e Disentangle the complexity of the migration phenomena through cross-cutting and
comparative perspectives

e Develop comparative reflections, as well as discuss and debate on the critical aspects of
migration

e Practice a balanced and fact -based conversation on the complex social phenomenon of
migration

Methodology

The didactic approach is an interactive learning approach, taking place through a series of lectures,
seminars, guest lectures, and discussion of readings. Students will be encouraged to discuss and
debate on the issues of the course, as well as to reflect in critical and comparative terms. Each
module is integrated by participant observation, study visits, and field trips (options include a field
trip to the /talian Coast Guard and Port Captaincies in Siracusa or Catania, the /talian Relief Corps of
the order of Malta in Siracusa, Arci or CIAO Center in Siracusa, participation in intercultural events
including a dinner at a restaurant managed by refugees either in Catania or Siracusa).

The lectures, seminars, and guest lectures are organized through a “sequential” approach (Fig. 1),
which aims to distinguish in analytical terms the main phases of migratory processes, thereby
bringing students on a journey that goes from the countries of origin (in terms of demographic,
political, socio-economic, or human rights factors), to what happens across the Mediterranean Sea,
(in terms of smuggling phenomena, sea-patrolling, or search-and-rescue operations). From the sea



border it then moves to what takes place at the EU/state external border, in terms of management
of arrivals, reception structures, and conditions, as well as the convoluted dynamics of protection
between asylum and expulsion. Finally, from the EU/state border, it moves to what happens within,
across, and beyond EU (internal) borders, straight to the core of European society in terms of
migrants’ long-term integration and the inherent issues of employment, education, diversity, etc.
Each “step” maintains a cross-cutting perspective by duly focusing on the impact of media and
journalism on public discourses, as well as on policy-making processes.
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Impacts of media and journalism on public discourse and policy-making

The added value of this sequential didactic methodology is that here, migration is not intended as a
set of interrelated and yet clearly separated thematic modules, but it is rather explored as a process.
Students are therefore engaged in a dynamic and interactive analysis of migration by investigating
the different “venues” (origin and transit countries, sea, desert, destination’s external borders,
destination’s society, and internal cleavages, etc.), “timings,” and “issues” that, while distinguished for
analytical reasons, are all closely intertwined and entangled in the broader migration process. This
allows the complexity to be reduced, without losing the “big picture.”

Required Readings/Materials

e Menjivar, C., Ruiz, M. and Ness, I. 2019. Migration Crises: Definitions, Critiques, and Global
Contexts, in Menjivar, C., Ruiz, M. and Ness, |. Oxford Handbook of Migration Crises, OUP: 1-
20.

e Nawyn, S. 2019. Refugees in the United States and the Politics of Crisis, in Menjivar, C., Ruiz,
M. and Ness, I. Oxford Handbook of Migration Crises, OUP:163-180.

e Zickgraf, C. 2019. Climate Change and Migration Crisis in Africa. In Menjivar, C., Ruiz, M. and
Ness, I. Oxford Handbook of Migration Crises, OUP: 347-364.

e Fontanal. (2022) The EU and the Politics of Migration in the Mediterranean: From Crisis
Management to Management in Crisis. In: Panebianco S. (eds) Border Crises and Human
Mobility in the Mediterranean Global South. Critical Security Studies in the Global South.
Palgrave Macmillan, Cham

e Jogrgen Carling & Francis Collins (2018) Aspiration, desire and drivers of migration, Journal of
Ethnic and Migration Studies, 44:6, 909-926



Marta Bivand Erdal & Ceri Oeppen (2018) Forced to leave? The discursive and analytical
significance of describing migration as forced and voluntary, Journal of Ethnic and Migration
Studies, 44:6, 981-998

Stephen Castles (2004) Why migration policies fail, Ethnic and Racial Studies, 27:2, 205-227
Myria Georgiou (2012) Introduction: gender, migration and the media, Ethnic and Racial
Studies, 35:5, 791-799

Pierluigi Musaro & Paola Parmiggiani (2017) Beyond black and white: the role of media in
portraying and policing migration and asylum in Italy, International Review of Sociology, 27:2,
241-260

Michat Krzyzanowski, Anna Triandafyllidou & Ruth Wodak (2018) The Mediatization and the
Politicization of the “Refugee Crisis” in Europe, Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies, 16:1-
2,1-14

Secil Pacaci Elitok and Christiane Fréhlich (2019) Displacement, refugees, and forced
migration in the MENA region: the case of Syria, in Routledge International Handbook of
Migration Studies, 107-118.

Daniel B. Ahlquist and Leo A. Baldiga (2019) Climate change and human migration:
constructed vulnerability, uneven flows, and the challenges of studying environmental
migration in the 21st century, in Routledge International Handbook of Migration Studies,
119-130.

lole Fontana (2019) The implementation of Italian asylum policy and the recognition of
protection in times of crisis: between external and internal constraints, Contemporary Italian
Politics, 11:4, 429-445

lole Fontana (2020) The Human (In)security Trap: How European Border(ing) Practices
Condemn Migrants to Vulnerability, International Politics.

Stefania Panebianco (2020) Migration Governance in the Mediterranean: The Siracusa
Experience, Geopolitics.

Stefania Panebianco (2020) The EU and migration in the Mediterranean: EU borders’ control
by proxy, Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies.

Stefania Panebianco (2016) The Mediterranean migration crisis: border control versus
humanitarian approaches, Global Affairs, 2:4, 441-445

Claudia Finotelli & Irene Ponzo (2018) Integration in times of economic decline. Migrant
inclusion in Southern European societies: trends and theoretical implications, Journal of
Ethnic and Migration Studies, 44:14, 2303-2319

Idemudia E., Boehnke K. (2020) Travelling Routes to Europe. In: Psychosocial Experiences of
African Migrants in Six European Countries. Social Indicators Research Series, vol 81.
Springer, Cham. Federico Casolari (2016) The EU's Hotspot Approach to Managing the
Migration Crisis: A Blind Spot for International Responsibility? The Italian Yearbook of
International Law, Vol. 25, 2015

Jeroen Doomernik (2013) Migrant Smuggling between Two Logics: Migration Dynamics and
State Policies, The International Spectator, 48:3, 113-129



Roxana Barbulescu (2017) Still a Beacon of Human Rights? Considerations on the EU
Response to the Refugee Crisis in the Mediterranean, Mediterranean Politics, 22:2, 301-308
Jakob-Moritz Eberl, Christine E. Meltzer, Tobias Heidenreich, Beatrice Herrero, Nora Theorin,
Fabienne Lind, Rosa Berganza, Hajo G. Boomgaarden, Christian Schemer & Jesper Stromback
(2018) The European media discourse on immigration and its effects: a literature review,
Annals of the International Communication Association, 42:3, 207-223

George Mavrommatis (2017) The rise of a hesitant EU host? Examining the Greek migrant
integration policy and its transformation during the crisis, Southeast European and Black Sea
Studies, 17:1, 1-15

Tanya Golash-Boza & Cecilia Menjivar (2012) Causes and consequences of international
migration: sociological evidence for the right to mobility, The International Journal of Human
Rights, 16:8, 1213-1227

Other Resources

Migrants of the Mediterranean, Humanitarian Storytelling to present the experience of the
individual migrant's journey, from country of origin to Europe. Written memories and
podcasts._http://www.migrantsofthemed.com/

InfoMigrants, Migrants’ personal stories to Europe. Written memories.
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/stories/

#lamamigrant. International Organization for Migration. Database of Migrants' (digital)
stories around the world. https://www.iamamigrant.org/

Grading

Grading Rubric
Letter | Score or Description
grade | percentage
A 93-100 | Achievement that is outstanding relative to the level necessary to meet

course requirements.

90-92

B+

87-89 | Achievement that is significantly above the level necessary to meet
course requirements.



http://www.migrantsofthemed.com/
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/stories/
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/stories/

B 83-86

B- 80-82

C+ 77-79 | Achievement that meets the course requirements in every respect.

C 73-76

C- 70-72

D+ 67-69 | Achievement that is worthy of credit even though it fails to meet fully

the course requirements.
D 60-66
F 0-59 | Represents failure (or no credit) and signifies that the work was either

(1) completed but at a level of achievement that is not worthy of credit
or (2) was not completed and there was no agreement between the
instructor and the student that the student would be awarded an I.




Summary of How Grades Are Weighted

Assignments Percentage of
grade

Attendance and 10%
class participation

Class presentation 15%
Group work and 25%
discussions

(5 assignments at

5% each)

Mid-term essay 20%
Final examination 30%
Overall grade 100%

Assessment Details

Attendance and class participation

The course requires students to attend classes, as well as to participate in class discussions,
seminars, and study visits. Students should read the assigned material and be actively engaged in
terms of critical reflection.

Class presentation

Students will be required to deliver a class presentation on a selected topic/article/reading. Students
will present and discuss the assigned topic, providing some critical reflections and raising questions
for class debate. Presentations will be delivered in teamwork (groups of two students or more).

Group work and discussion

Students will be required to participate actively in work groups and small group discussions at the
end of each class. Students will reflect and discuss the assigned topic, and will provide a written
critical reflection (up to 250 words). There will be five written reflections throughout the course and
each one will count for 5% of the final grade.

Mid-term essay



Students will deliver a mid-term short reflection essay on the excursions/field trips taken, or on the
operators and experts on the ground they will have the chance to meet and interact with through
roundtables and dedicated seminars.

Final Examination

The final examination consists of a written test on the contents of the course.

COURSE CONTENT

Unit 1

Across the Mediterranean (1.1)

An exploration of journeys, flows and routes

This module first introduces migration in the Mediterranean and what are ‘migration crises'. It also
introduces key basic terms (migrant, refuge, asylum-seeker etc.), connects migration and mobility
issues to human rights and critically analyses the dichotomy between voluntary and forced
migration, as well as the politically constructed migrant/refugee binary and its implications. It then
focuses on the first phase of the migratory process, namely the role of origin and transit countries,
the main African and Middle-Eastern routes as well as the journey across the Mediterranean.

It explores “structural” factors in countries of origin by comparing demographic, sociological,
political, and economic dimensions, as well as the role of media and social networks in shaping
migrants’ migratory plans and perceptions of Europe. It investigates changing routes to Sicily and
Italy, smuggling and trafficking phenomena, policy responses, search and rescue operations in the
Mediterranean, and human (in)security issues in terms of migrants' rights, death threats, and the
extreme conditions of their journeys.

e General overview of the course and of the main themes; presentation of the required
assignments

e Introduction to migration in the world, Europe, and the Mediterranean

e The first phase of the migratory process: the role of origin and transit countries, main routes,
and organization of the journey across the Mediterranean

Readings:
e Menijivar, C., Ruiz, M. and Ness, I. 2019. Migration Crises: Definitions, Critiques, and Global
Contexts, in Menjivar, C., Ruiz, M. and Ness, |. Oxford Handbook of Migration Crises, OUP: 1-
20.



https://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780190856908.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780190856908-e-71
https://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780190856908.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780190856908-e-71

Nawyn, S. 2019. Refugees in the United States and the Politics of Crisis, in Menjivar, C., Ruiz,
M. and Ness, I. Oxford Handbook of Migration Crises, OUP:163-180.

Marta Bivand Erdal & Ceri Oeppen (2018) Forced to leave? The discursive and analytical
significance of describing migration as forced and voluntary, Journal of Ethnic and Migration
Studies, 44:6, 981-998

Tanya Golash-Boza & Cecilia Menjivar (2012) Causes and consequences of international
migration: sociological evidence for the right to mobility, The International Journal of Human
Rights, 16:8, 1213-1227

Additional Resources:

“lllegal Alien” No More: The Biden Administration Drops the Label' <
https://www.motherjones.com/media/2021/02/illegal-alien-no-more-the-biden-
administration-drops-the-label/

IOM Migrants Digital Stories; #lamamigrant

Group Work and Discussion: Students are invited to discuss and reflect in small groups on the
different perceptions of the migration ‘problem’, as well as on the definitions and conditions of
forced versus voluntary migration.

Unit 2

Across the Mediterranean (1.2)

The first phase of the migratory process: the role of origin and transit countries, main routes,
and organization of the journey across the Mediterranean

Why people migrate: “structural” demographic, sociological, political, and economic factors in
countries of origin

Role of media and social networks in shaping migrants’ migratory plans and perceptions of
Europe

Migrants’ agency, migratory plans and perceptions of Europe

Readings & Materials:

Idemudia E., Boehnke K. (2020) Travelling Routes to Europe. In: Psychosocial Experiences of
African Migrants in Six European Countries. Social Indicators Research Series, vol 81.
Springer, Cham.

Jergen Carling & Francis Collins (2018) Aspiration, desire and drivers of migration, Journal of
Ethnic and Migration Studies, 44:6, 909-926;

Secil Pacaci Elitok and Christiane Fréhlich (2019) Displacement, refugees, and forced
migration in the MENA region: the case of Syria, in Routledge International Handbook of
Migration Studies, 107-118.


https://www.motherjones.com/media/2021/02/illegal-alien-no-more-the-biden-administration-drops-the-label/
https://www.motherjones.com/media/2021/02/illegal-alien-no-more-the-biden-administration-drops-the-label/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPbTEMLeBi2na2h5lM33n5Abj6g4BfxKx

e Video Interview: Death at sea: Syrian migrants film their perilous voyage to Europe.
One of the following:

e Daniel B. Ahlquist and Leo A. Baldiga (2019) Climate change and human migration:
constructed vulnerability, uneven flows, and the challenges of studying environmental
migration in the 21st century, in Routledge International Handbook of Migration Studies,
119-130.

e Or Zickgraf, C. 2019. Climate Change and Migration Crisis in Africa. In Menjivar, C., Ruiz, M.
and Ness, |. Oxford Handbook of Migration Crises, OUP: 347-364.

Group Work and Discussion: Migrants' experiences. In small groups, students work on the journey
story archive of the project ‘Migrants of the Mediterranean’ and compare their journeys and stories.

Unit 3

Across the Mediterranean (1.3)

e The politics and policies of migration in Europe and the Mediterranean: effectiveness and
problems

e The Mediterranean migration crisis and main policy responses between “securitisation” and
“human insecurity” between sea rescue and border closures

Readings & Materials:

e Stephen Castles (2004) Why migration policies fail, Ethnic and Racial Studies, 27:2, 205-227;

e Stefania Panebianco (2016) The Mediterranean migration crisis: border control versus
humanitarian approaches, Global Affairs, 2:4, 441-445;

e Fontanal. (2022) The EU and the Politics of Migration in the Mediterranean: From Crisis
Management to Management in Crisis. In: Panebianco S. (eds) Border Crises and Human
Mobility in the Mediterranean Global South. Critical Security Studies in the Global South.
Palgrave Macmillan, Cham

e Video: The view from the Italian Coast Guard - Search and Rescue Operations

Unit 4

Across the Mediterranean (1.4)

e Smuggling and trafficking phenomena in the Mediterranean
e Therole of organised crime groups in migration


https://cdn.theguardian.tv/mainwebsite/2014/10/20/141020SyriaMigrants-16x9.mp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2xzEOKwdGLA&t=68s

e The interplay between politics, migration and smuggling and the impact of migrants human
insecurity

Readings:
e Jeroen Doomernik (2013) Migrant Smuggling between Two Logics: Migration Dynamics and
State Policies, The International Spectator, 48:3, 113-129.
e lole Fontana (2020) The Human (In)security Trap: How European Border(ing) Practices
Condemn Migrants to Vulnerability, International Politics.
e Stefania Panebianco (2020) The EU and migration in the Mediterranean: EU borders' control
by proxy, Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies.

Group Work and Discussion: Students are invited to reflect in small groups and discuss the
following questions: Smugglers: good or evil? Which policy solutions to address human smuggling?

Unit 5

Across the Mediterranean (1.5)

e Guest Seminar by Prof. Claire Zalc Historian, director of research at CNRS, director of studies
at EHESS and head of the GLOBAL department of the Institut Convergence des Migrations.
(in collaboration with Accent Paris)

e Field Trip (options include Italian Coast Guard and Port Captaincies either in Siracusa or
Catania; Italian Relief Corps of the Order of Malta and simulation of Search and Rescue
activities).

Unit 6
At the EU/State External Border (2.1)

Management of arrivals, asylum process and early-stage integration

This module is focused on the second phase of the migratory process, i.e., the arrival of migrants at
the EU/state border, the disembarkation operations, the role of the hotspots and the ensuing
“channelling” of economic migrants and asylum-seekers; the assistance provided in terms of
information, shelter, medical assistance; the room for secondary movements and smuggling from
Sicily to Italy and Europe; and expulsion and potential detention. Moreover, it explores the right to
asylum, the characteristics of the asylum process, the Dublin Regulation, Italian and EU legislation,
the rate of recognition and denial of protection in Italy and Europe, and asylum-seekers' rights and
difficulties. Finally, it encourages critical and comparative reflections on the management of



migrants at the “southern borders” (e.g., EU-Mediterranean border versus US-Mexico border) and on
the implementation of asylum policies in different contexts (US, EU, Australia, etc.).

e After the journey: the governance of migration at the state border (arrivals, disembarkation

operations and hotspots).
e The role of civil society: citizens voices, NGOs and the criminalisation of solidarity

Readings & Materials:
e Federico Casolari (2016) The EU's Hotspot Approach to Managing the Migration Crisis: A
Blind Spot for International Responsibility? The Italian Yearbook of International Law, Vol. 25,
2015.
e Videos: The voice of civil society versus the voice of politics

Unit 7

At the EU/State External Border (2.2)
e Roundtable: Migration governance in the Mediterranean: voices from the field.
Interventions by UNHCR and the International Organisation for Migration operating in Libya and
Italy and by Prof. Stefania Panebianco, Professor of Mediterranean and Migration Politics,
University of Catania.
Readings:
e Stefania Panebianco (2020) Migration Governance in the Mediterranean: The Siracusa
Experience, Geopolitics.

Unit 8

At the EU/State External Border (2.3)

e Asylumin Italy and in Europe
e Dynamics of protection between law and practices
Readings:
e lole Fontana (2019) The implementation of Italian asylum policy and the recognition of
protection in times of crisis: between external and internal constraints, Contemporary Italian
Politics, 11:4, 429-445.

Group Work and Discussion: In small groups, students will be invited to reflect on the concept of
‘protection’ and the impact of COVID-19.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BS7ed5CRSfI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f_YRaUvDTkQ

Unit 9

At the EU/State External Border (2.4)

Field trip. Options include a visit to the hotspot in Pozzallo (Southern Sicily); a study visit/encounter
with the Territorial Commission in charge of processing asylum requests (either in Catania or
Siracusa); a study visit/encounter at the SIPROIMI (System for the protection of refugees) either in
Catania or Siracusa.

Guest lecture options: The role of non-state actors and NGOs in the management of migration,
Professor Daniela Irrera, University of Catania.

Unit 10

At the EU/State External Border (2.5)

e Comparing asylum policies around the world: EU, US, and Australia
e The global compacts on migration and refugees

Readings:
e Alise Coen (2018) International order, the rule of law, and US departures from refugee
protection, The International Journal of Human Rights, 22:10, 1269-1284.
e Mary Crock, « Refugee Protection in Australia: Policies and Practice », Revue européenne des
migrations internationales [En ligne], vol. 35-n°1 et 2 | 2019.
e Roxana Barbulescu (2017) Still a Beacon of Human Rights? Considerations on the EU
Response to the Refugee Crisis in the Mediterranean, Mediterranean Politics, 22:2, 301-308.

Group Work and Discussion: Students are invited to develop critical and comparative reflections
on: asylum policies across different geographical areas; the management of migrants at all “souther
borders” (e.g. EU-Mediterranean border versus US-Mexico border); the politics of “external” walls,

through a comparison of EU and US responses to migrants' “irregular journeys.”

Unit 11

Across, Within, & Beyond the EU/State Border (3.1)



Long-term integration

This module explores reception systems, the conditions of unaccompanied children, migrants, and
asylum-seekers, as well as the related challenges for migrants' long-term integration in Sicily, Italy,
and Europe. It focuses on economic, cultural and social integration, including education,
employment, healthcare, issues of diversity and discrimination, while drawing comparisons with
alternative models within Europe, Canada, and the US. Moreover, it investigates the relations
between migration and polities in Italy and Europe, how migrants are represented by media and
politics, and how migration is used as a symbolic resource for political storytelling. The phenomenon
of social amplification of hate-speech and xenophobia on traditional and new media is analyzed, as
well as the “digitization”"/deindividualization of migrants, and the practices to foster a balanced and
fact-based conversation on the complex social phenomenon of migration.

e Reception systems and long-term (social, economic, and cultural) integration for migrants
and asylum-seekers: conditions and challenges in Sicily, Italy, and Europe

Readings:

e (laudia Finotelli & Irene Ponzo (2018) Integration in times of economic decline. Migrant
inclusion in Southern European societies: trends and theoretical implications, Journal of
Ethnic and Migration Studies, 44:14, 2303-2319;

e George Mavrommatis (2017) The rise of a hesitant EU host? Examining the Greek migrant
integration policy and its transformation during the crisis, Southeast European and Black Sea
Studies, 17:1, 1-15

Group Work and Discussion: Students are invited to discuss and critically reflect on the challenges
of integration as well as on the role of media-framing.

Unit 12

Across, Within, & Beyond the EU/State Border (3.2)

e Guest Seminar: Integration at the local level by Association ARCI in Siracusa: main challenges,
best practices and activities.



Unit 13

Across, Within, & Beyond the EU/State Border (3.3)

Fieldtrip. Options include: Interactive/intercultural event with CIAO Center in Siracusa and dinner
with refugees; dinner in a restaurant managed by refugees either in Catania or Siracusa;
interactive/intercultural event with the cultural/migrants association Isolaquassu in Catania.

Unit 14

Across, Within, & Beyond the EU/State Border (3.4)

Guest Lecture: Migration and the Media (Prof. Guido Nicolosi—University of Catania)
Readings:

e Pierluigi Musaro and Paola Parmiggiani (2017) Beyond black and white: the role of media in
portraying and policing migration and asylum in Italy, International Review of
Sociology, 27:2, 241-260.

e Myria Georgiou (2012) Introduction: gender, migration and the media, Ethnic and Racial
Studies, 35:5, 791-799.

Unit 15

Across, Within, & Beyond the EU/State Border (3.5)

e Guest Lecture: The framing of migration by Media (Prof. Guido Nicolosi - University of
Catania)
e Final Exam

Readings:

e Jakob-Moritz Eberl, Christine E. Meltzer, Tobias Heidenreich, Beatrice Herrero, Nora Theorin,
Fabienne Lind, Rosa Berganza, Hajo G. Boomgaarden, Christian Schemer & Jesper Strémback
(2018) The European media discourse on immigration and its effects: a literature review,
Annals of the International Communication Association, 42:3, 207-223;

e Michat Krzyzanowski, Anna Triandafyllidou & Ruth Wodak (2018) The Mediatization and the
Politicization of the “Refugee Crisis” in Europe, Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies, 16:1-
2,114



POLICIES

Attendance Policy

Students are expected to be on time and attend all classes while abroad. Many instructors assess
both attendance and participation when assigning a final course grade. Attendance alone does not
guarantee a positive participation grade; the student should be prepared for class and engage in
class discussion. See the on-site syllabus for specific class requirements.

University of Minnesota Policies & Procedures

Academic integrity is essential to a positive teaching and learning environment. All students enrolled
in University courses are expected to complete coursework responsibilities with fairness and
honesty. Failure to do so by seeking unfair advantage over others or misrepresenting someone
else’'s work as your own can result in disciplinary action. The University Student Conduct Code
defines scholastic dishonesty as follows:

Scholastic Dishonesty

Scholastic dishonesty means plagiarizing; cheating on assignments or examinations; engaging in
unauthorized collaboration on academic work; taking, acquiring, or using test materials without
faculty permission; submitting false or incomplete records of academic achievement; acting alone or
in cooperation with another to falsify records or to obtain dishonestly grades, honors, awards, or
professional endorsement; altering forging, or misusing a University academic record; or fabricating
or falsifying data, research procedures, or data analysis.

Within this course, a student responsible for scholastic dishonesty can be assigned a penalty up to
and including an “F" or “N" for the course. If you have any questions regarding the expectations for a
specific assignment or exam, ask.

Student Conduct

The University of Minnesota has specific policies concerning student conduct. This information can
be found on the Learning Abroad Center website.
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